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About EVD

Ebola virus disease (EVD) is a rare but severe, often 
fatal, illness. It is transmitted through contact with body 
fluids of infected persons (blood, stool, urine, saliva, 
semen and so forth) or through contact with infected 
animals. Since August 2018, there has been an ongoing 
outbreak of EVD in North Kivu and Ituri provinces 
in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), 
and in June 2019 cases were reported in Uganda.

About COVID-19

The Coronavirus disease (COVID-19), is an infectious 
disease causing respiratory illness of mild to severe 
character. It spreads primarily through droplets of saliva 
or discharge from the nose when an infected person 
coughs or sneezes. The virus was first detected in 
China in December 2019 but has since spread globally 
and been declared a pandemic. Several cases have 

been reported in East Africa, including in Rwanda. 

Project Scope

 Summary of Response

Beneficiaries

Duration
 9 months 

The project will cover all districts with PoEs
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Location

In line with the IOM Health Border and Mobility Management (HBMM) 
framework, which aims to empower governments and communities to 
prevent, detect and respond to potential health threats along the mobility 
continuum (at points of origin, transit, destination and return), IOM is 
implementing a project with the objective to support national efforts to 
improve Ebola Virus Disease (EVD) and Coronavirus disease (COVID-19) 
preparedness and surveillance measures in the Rusizi District bordering 
the Democratic Republic of Congo and Burundi. This project is in line 
with Rwanda’s national contingency plan for EVD prevention and response. 

Direct beneficiaries: 

Indirect beneficiaries: Local community members  

Health professionals at PoEs and crossborder 
travellers

The project aims at enhancing EVD and COVID-19 preparedness and 
surveillance through the implementation of effective screening activities at 
identified Points of Entry (PoEs) and the collection of information which 
will result in evidence based recommendations  for epidemic response 
and preparedness in Rwanda.
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DISCLAIMER: 
These maps are for 
illustration purposes 
only. Names and 
boundaries do 
not imply official 
endorsement or 
acceptance by IOM.

http://www.rbc.gov.rw/fileadmin/user_upload/Rwanda_Ebola_Virus_Disease__EVD__Contingency_Plan.pdf
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Objective

Outcome

Activities 

Project Goals

Population  mobility  related  information  
at  the border with Democratic Republic 
of Congo and Burundi in Rusizi district 
are available and accessible tonational 
authorities and health care facilities in the 
selected districts.

Government health workers’ capacities 
are strengthened to improve active 
surveillance at Point of Entries through 

provisions of incentives.

Improve national EVD and COVID-19 
preparedness and surveillance measures  
at Points of Entry in  Rwanda.

IOM Rwanda Senior Nurse providing awareness about COVID-19 basic hygiene practices to truck drivers at 
Masaka Port, Kigali. ©IOM Rwanda 2020.
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Output (ii)

Output (i)

IOM will provide capacity building 
support through the provision 
of incentives to  the Ministry 
of Health’s specialised frontline 
workers at  Point of Entries 
to ensure continuity of active 
surveillance including screening 
migrants crossing the borders.

The overall objective of PMM is to 
build a common understanding of the 
human mobility dynamics in targeted 
areas and of the places of vulnerability 
to the virus in order to formulate 
public health recommendations to 
respond to public health emergencies.

Flow monitoring points will be 
established to provide a deeper analysis 
of population movements at selected 
points. Through interviews with travellers 
at PoE flow monitoring points IOM will 
provide quantitative information on the 
demographic profile of travellers, their 
journey, mode of transport. Overlaid 
with surveillance data, FMP findings 
can help to better understand linkages 
between population movement and 
disease transmission.
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EVD-and..COVID-19-preparedness 
and surveillance are enhanced through 
implementation-of-data-collection-on-
human-mobility dynamics-and spaces of 
vulnerability and effective prevention and 
screening activities at identified PoEs.


